
Highlighting St. Francis Thrift Shop Ministry 
 

One of the more vital ministries of our parish is 
the St. Francis Thrift Shop.  Through God’s 
providence and provision, the Thrift Shop turns 
discarded and unwanted items into treasure for 
the needy, grants for charitable organizations, 
and support for our parish school. 
 
Every year the grant committee meets to review 
requests and to distribute grants to non-profit 
organizations on Hilton Head.  This year, grants 
will be determined in March and announced at 
the annual volunteer dinner in May.  In addition, 
the Thrift Shop always responds to requests by 
the Christian Service and Justice Committee by 
providing vouchers for local needy individuals 
and families.  The shop also contributes to the 
Mustard Seed Ministry.  St. Francis Catholic 
School is the recipient of a large portion of the 
distributed funds—a vital part of the school 
funding, which helps make tuition affordable for 
so many families.  This year the Thrift Shop was 
voted the Favorite Charitable Organization in the 
Hilton Head 
Monthly’s 
Readers 
Choice 
Awards, an 
honor that St. 
Francis 
parishioners 
can certainly 
be proud of. 
 
 
As parishioners we have the opportunity to 
participate in this ministry in several ways.  The 
first opportunity is to donate to the shop.  Almost 
all donations are accepted except large 
appliances.  There is always a special demand 
for gently used furniture and electronics.  If items 
are too large to be brought in, a call to the Thrift 
Shop can arrange for pick up.  Once donations 
are received, a receipt is given for tax purposes 
with the donor assigning value.  Clothing is 
sorted according to type, marked for size and 
priced.  Fortunately, a certified jeweler is a 
volunteer and appraises and sets prices for 
these items. 

This brings us to the second way to help the 
Thrift Shop - volunteering.  Currently, there are 
over 200 volunteers, but many are seasonal, so 
there is always a 
need for help. 
Volunteers work 
in receiving, 
sorting, pricing, 
pick up, stocking 
the store, working 
the check outs, 
and in 
administration.  If 
you can donate 
your time and talent, you will be greatly blessed.  
Just give Hal Wieland, long-time manager of the 
Thrift Shop, a call at 689-6563.   
 
The third way parishioners can aid the Thrift 
Shop is to shop!  Looking for a good book or 
designer clothing at a modest price?  Just head 
to the Thrift Shop.  Need sporting equipment or a 
baby bed for a new grandchild?  You can find it 
at the Thrift Shop.  Shopping is a great way to 
find wonderful bargains and support a fantastic 
ministry at the same time.  The store is open 
Wednesday through Saturday from 10:00 a.m. 
until 3:00 p.m. and is located at 6 Southwood 
Park Drive off Hwy. 278 between Beach City 
Road and Matthews Drive. 
 
The St. Francis Thrift Shop is a ministry that we 
all can support.  Just choose one, two or three 
ways to help—donate, volunteer, and shop—and 
you, too, can be part of this wonderful ministry at 
St. Francis by the Sea Catholic Church. 
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